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3 May 1861

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, consistory decided to ask Rev. Giles Vande Wall to preach due to the absence of
the pastor. [Is this the Sunday he would be preaching at Vander Meulen's installation service/.
Several disagreements were aired about various matters.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, p. 157.

Page 157
Consistory Meeting of May 3, 1861
Absent: Brother Wilterdink.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the president, Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — Mrs. Havekate entered the meeting, requesting by way of confession of
faith to be admitted to the table of the Lord. After speaking with her, and hearing some
information from one of the brothers present at a previous interview, it was decided for
the time being to inquire about her daily life and conduct before it is possible to move
towards acceptance.
ARTICLE 3 — B. P. de Vries informs the meeting that, because of conscientious
objections, he requests to be relieved of his task as deacon. He has objections to a
decision concerning disbursements of funds to persons who still have possessions and
property (see Article 7 of the previous meeting). All of the brothers judge that in such a
situation no resignation can be received, and the assembly asks Brother de Vries to
withdraw his request and to drop the matter.
ARTICLE 4 — Due to the unexpected absence of the pastor next Sunday, who was
scheduled to preside at the Lord's Supper, van de Luyster and Labots were appointed as a
committee to request Rev, van der Wall to lead .that service on Sunday.
ARTICLE 5 — Because there is some sagging of the church, and the fence has not yet
been completed, the deacons were appointed as a committee to implement this decision in
the most economical way possible.
ARTICLE 6— The elderly Mr. den Dekker, by way of van de Luyster, requests from the
consistory a recommendation list to be signed, so that he may have his own house. This
was unanimously rejected, because such circulating collections should not be authorized
by the consistory, and especially not in this case, since den Dekker is receiving from the
deacons assistance for his house rental.
ARTICLE 7 — The committee for Vinke reports that they were not able to accomplish
much. The old grievances held by him seem to be impossible to solve. However, he
finally did agree to a visit from the pastor.
ARTICLE 8— All of the brothers testified that they will be able to celebrate the
upcoming communion service in a fraternal fashion.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Vork.
G. Wakker, clerk

